[image: image1.emf]
CONTACT:

Ki Nassauer

ki@junkrevolution.com
www.junkbonanza.com
VINTAGE TREASURE-HUNTING HEAVEN: THE JUNK BONANZA RETURNS TO MINNESOTA SEPT. 15-17, 2011
Aug. 2, 2011

SHAKOPEE, MN -- Appreciation for old stuff has never been higher as the economy has nudged many to re-evaluate where and how they spend their decorating and furnishing dollars. For junk-lovers, seeing beauty in the old and the upcycled is a way of life. You'll have a chance to explore that world as the Junk Bonanza returns to Canterbury Park and a growing fan base for its sixth year!

Last year more than 10,000 attended the three-day, indoor event, which provides a rich, value-priced shopping experience with select vintage treasures, junk and antiques from more than 130 juried vendors from 13 states. Among the "best-of" wares are artisan-made pieces that rejuvenate old materials in order to create beautiful and sometimes whimsical decor for the home and garden.

Gorgeous goods rule the roost: You'll find furniture upholstered in vintage British transit route signs to jewelry fashioned from the contents of Grandma's silver chest to a set of vintage locker baskets with a silvery patina. From the smallest piece of bric-a-brac to the largest armoire built from reclaimed barn wood, these pieces showcase the ingenuity and creativity of vendors who see beauty in combining the timeworn with modern elements.

Ki Nassauer, the Long Lake, Minn., entrepreneur who founded the event, has seen her onetime occasional junk sale grow to national prominence as the best junk round-up in the Midwest. "It's not only about the shopping," said Nassauer, who also is executive editor of Flea Market Style magazine. "It's a place where friends gather and new friendships are founded around the shared passion for castoffs, creativity and the thrill of the hunt!"

This year, the Bonanza is partnering with Etsy.com, the world's premier online marketplace for vintage and handmade goods as well as craft supplies and beautiful one-of-a-kinds. The site jointly curates an online shopping gallery with the Bonanza, and a team of its staffers will be on hand to answer questions about how to sell and buy through the site.

Admission to the Thursday through Saturday event is $8, though purchasers of a $25 Early Bird ticket gain admission two hours early on opening day, and can use their pass for regular admission the other days of the event.

That's a plus on "Lucky Friday," when attendees can register for hourly drawings of coupons and prizes totaling thousands of dollars from generous vendors and donating businesses. Each coupon and prize is valued at least $50.

Among other event highlights:

* Register to win one of three chairs featured in the fall issue of Flea Market Style magazine after beautiful designer makeovers. Three $5 chairs, purchased secondhand from Bonanza partner Arc's Value Village (www.arcsvaluevillage.org), have been transformed to show how castoffs can gain new life. Arc's thrift stores and donation centers benefit children and adults with intellectual and developmental disabilities and their families.

* A Gold & Silver Trading Post. Colonial Estate Buyers, LLC (http://colonialestatebuyers.com), will evaluate and buy broken or unwanted gold, silver, platinum, jewelry, coins, paper money and even dental gold. The Post will pay premiums for finer vintage and antique jewelry.

* Shop the on-site Junk Revolution store (http://junkrevolution.myshopify.com) for junker-inspired clothing, home goods, jewelry and personal goods in exclusive Junk Revolution designs.

* Signings of the just-released fall issue of Flea Market Style magazine (http://fleamarketstylemag.blogspot.com) by Executive Editor Nassauer. Bring your earlier issues if you’d like as well!

* Vote for the Ugliest Lamp from 10 kitschy selections as featured in the new Flea Market Style magazine for a chance to win additional prizes.

DATES
Sept. 15-17

Thu. 10 a.m. to 5 p.m.

Fri. 9 a.m. to 5 p.m.

Sat. 9 a.m. to 5 p.m.

ADMISSION
$8 per day.

Purchase: at the door, cash and checks only. ATMs available on site.

$25 Early Bird admission provides entry at 8 a.m. Thursday -- two hours before the start -- and is also good for admission during regular hours Friday and Saturday.

Purchase: online at www.junkbonanza.com.

Credit cards and checks only.

Orders dated Sept. 2 or later available for pick-up at the Bonanza ticket counter on arrival.

Early ticket sales indicate attendees are coming from both coasts and many states in between, and from as far away as Australia.

MAGAZINE SIGNINGS
Sept. 15-17

Thu. 11 a.m., 1 p.m., Ki Nassauer.

Fri. 11 a.m., Ki Nassauer.

Sat. 11 a.m., Ki Nassauer.

PARKING
Free and plentiful on adjacent surface lots.

PHOTOS
Please credit Tracie VanWechel

ADDITIONAL IMAGES AND BIO
Download Nassauer's complete bio and photo here:

www.junkbonanza.com/press.php
Request additional photos by contacting kimyeager@larknestdesign.com
More information available at www.junkbonanza.com and these specific links:

* Directions and mapping links at www.junkbonanza.com/directions.php
* List of recommended hotels/motels for out-of-town guests at www.junkbonanza.com/accommodations.php
* Links to individual vendors at www.junkbonanza.com/vendors.php
* See more from last year's event at www.junkbonanza.com/gallery.php
* The Bonanza blog, featuring vendor profiles, other features and the day-to-day preparations leading up to the event at http://junkbonanza.blogspot.com.

